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: THIS 1S UNEVALUATED

1. Pavel Stefan has been appointed Deputy Minister of the Armed Forces in
“mania. Stefan was a worker in Ciurgiu, who was a»rointecd Minister
of Forest Economy. He became Minister of the Inicrior on 20 Sep 52, and
wags expllcitly conflrmed in this positlion in the lac. great governmental
reorganization on 2 Jan 53.

2. The manner in which the prescnt appolntmcnt was made deserves special remark. J
A decree for the appointment has never been publlched. It 1s not yet known )
whether Stefan was dicmissed zs Interior Minister, or who has succeeded him.

In order to forestall unwelcome public reuctions like those which took place
in East Germany and Hungary after the announcement of concessions by the
Communist governments, perzonnel chenges connccted with reforms firequently
have not been announccd at all,

3. The assumption of Stefan?s possible removal as Minister of the Interior is
supported by the followlng reasons:

a., . Frictlon arose between Stefan and the natlonal sccurity officials at
the time of the arrest of the "sples of western lImperislism" (the 16
Rumanians tried by a Bucharest military court on 9 to 12 Jet 53),

b, Bleme for lnefficient control at the Intecrnational youth festival in

Bucharest, which was commented on with unplcasant disclosures in the
Veotern press.
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